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RECOGNITION OF A HUMAN RIGHTS-BASED APPROACH WHICH 
RESPECTS INDIGENOUS PEOPLES' RIGHTS IN CLIMATE-CHANGE 
AGREEMENTS AND RELATED ACTIONS 
 
Parties shall ensure a human rights-based approach which respects 
Indigenous Peoples' rights and related safeguards in any future climate change 
programmes and actions including those that will be adopted in COP21 in Paris. 
Any agreement shall build and expand on the language contained in Cancun 
Climate Agreement that represents an initial step towards recognizing the rights 
of indigenous peoples reflected in the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples - as reaffirmed by the69th session of the UN General 
Assembly HLPM/World Conference on Indigenous Peoples (WCIP) held in 
New York in September 2014 - and other relevant international human rights 
instruments and standards. 
 
RESPECT OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES' RIGHTS TO LANDS, TERRITORIES 
AND RESOURCES   
 
Indigenous Peoples rights to lands, territories and resources must be 
respected in any climate related action and programme (including mitigation and 
adaptation actions) that will be agreed in Lima (such as those included in INDCs) 
and in the Paris agreement. Parties shall adopt criteria for reporting on 
national progress to ensure land and territorial titling, and for concrete 
measures to address drivers of deforestation and land degradation. 
Scientific data shows that the collective ownership and integral titling of land, 
territories and resources of indigenous peoples, as well as respect for customary 
use and management are the most effective ways of protecting fragile 
ecosystems (such as forests, mangroves and glaciers) and thereby contributing 
to adaptation and mitigation. 
 
RECOGNITION OF, AND RESPECT FOR, INDIGENOUS TRADITIONAL 
KNOWLEDGE AND THE ROLE OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES IN ADAPTATION 
AND MITIGATION 
 
The importance of Indigenous Peoples’ livelihoods and knowledge in 
contributing to adaptation and mitigation has been re-affirmed recently by the 



(IPCC) in its assessment report (AR5), on Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability. 
Furthermore, the HLPM/WCIP Conference that took place in September in New 
York reaffirmed that Indigenous Peoples’ knowledge and strategies to sustain 
their environment shall be respected and taken into account and a coherent 
approach shall be adopted by the UN to achieve the ends of the UNDRIP. 
 
Parties shall therefore recognize and protect indigenous peoples' knowledge 
and cultural heritage, innovations, technologies, cosmovision, practices, 
cultural identity, traditional cultural expressions, and spiritual values, which 
contribute to a climate-friendly livelihood system and biodiversity conservation as 
well as acknowledge the role of indigenous peoples in adaptation and mitigation. 
Related application and implementation shall be made possible through 
adequate financial resources for its application and implementation should be 
made available. Non-carbon benefits shall be valued properly and shall be 
defined within a human rights framework which respects and recognizes 
the rights of Indigenous Peoples to lands, territories and natural 
resources. Parties shall recognize and support any indigenous 
proposals/initiatives on REDD+ that guarantee non-carbon benefits and non-
market-based approaches. Parties in Lima shall agree to convene a workshop 
on the contribution of indigenous peoples' traditional knowledge to 
mitigation and adaptation in the first half of 2015 
 
RECOGNITION AND SUPPORT OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES' COMMUNITY- 
BASED MONITORING AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS (CBMIS) 
 
Parties must ensure, through the provision of funding and capacity building, that 
Indigenous Peoples can develop and present their own parallel reports on 
REDD+ and other climate change-related activities. Community Based 
Monitoring Information Systems (CBMIS) shall be acknowledged, promoted 
and supported, including within the framework of MRV for mitigation and 
adaptation. MRV criteria shall include the extent of implementation of social and 
environmental safeguards, including human rights, equitable benefit-sharing, 
technology transfer and development, finance and REDD+. The methodological 
guidance on non-carbon benefits and Safeguard Information Systems (SIS) 
must respect, recognize and promote the community-based participatory 
monitoring and information systems, including traditional knowledge, customary 
laws, forest management systems and practices of Indigenous Peoples. Among 
other things, SIS should include indicators on how the demand of Indigenous 
Peoples for land titling is being achieved, and also report the percentage of the 
public budget assigned to support the forest management of Indigenous Peoples. 
 
RESPECT INDIGENOUS PEOPLES' RIGHTS TO FULL AND EFFECTIVE 
PARTICIPATION IN ALL CLIMATE CHANGE ACTIONS AND UNFCCC 
INSTITUTIONS   



 
Parties shall recognize and ensure the full and effective participation of 
Indigenous Peoples - including Free Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) in any 
climate change related actions and programmes. Indigenous Peoples should 
participate in all UNFCCC decision making bodies as well as COP negotiations, 
subsidiary bodies, Technical Expert Meetings (TEMs), financing mechanisms, 
and capacity building and technology-related bodies. The permanent presence of 
the Indigenous Pavilion in all following COPs should ensure a communications 
and advocacy platform to make visible indigenous proposals to tackle climate 
change.  
 
In consultation with Indigenous Peoples, the COP shall set up an Indigenous 
Peoples’ Experts and knowledge-holders Advisory body elected by 
indigenous organizations and indigenous territorial governments with regional 
balance, which would act as a technical advisory body and a consultative 
resource that contributes to the design, implementation, monitoring and 
evaluation of all UNFCCC subsidiary bodies, activities, mechanisms and 
programmes especially with respect to Indigenous Peoples’ related issues. 
 

ENSURE INDIGENOUS PEOPLES' DIRECT ACCESS TO FINANCE AND 
CAPACITY BUILDING   

Parties shall ensure direct access of Indigenous Peoples to finance through 
the establishment of a fund dedicated to address the priority needs decided by 
Indigenous Peoples in developing and developed countries. Funds shall be made 
available to support climate actions by Indigenous Peoples in adaptation and 
mitigation, and based on indigenous traditional knowledge, as well as activities 
such as land recognition and titling and CBMIS. Parties shall also agree to 
establish a dedicated fund mechanism for Indigenous Peoples’ participation 
in climate policy-making processes. Finance shall be based on public funds and 
be additional to development cooperation aid and conditional on full respect and 
effective implementation of social, environmental, human and indigenous peoples 
rights safeguards. As far as the Green Climate Fund is concerned, the 
Standing Committee on Finance shall recognize the specific constituency of 
Indigenous Peoples and their active observer status, as well ensure direct 
access to financing.	
  


